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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, EALR, CS 

SUBJECT: REPORTS THAT NAMUCAR WILL SERVE U.S. PORTS 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. UNDER AN EYE-CATCHING HEADLINE 
THAT SAID "NAMUCAR WILL UNITE CUBA WITH THE UNITED STATES,” 
AQEXCELSIOR OF JANUARY 25 REPORTED THAT THE NA VIERA MULTI- 
NACIONAL DE CARIBE (NAMUCAR), PRESSURED BY MEMBER COUNTRIES 
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REACTING TO HIGH CONFERENCE RATES, IS CONDUCTING A STUDY 
ON THE FEASIBILITY OF SERVING U.S. AND EUROPEAN PORTS. THE 
RESULTS OF THE STUDY ARE TO BE PRESENTED AT NAMUCAR'S MARCH 
MEETING IN TRINIDAD-TOBAGO. THE REPORT ALSO STATED 
THAT NAMUCAR HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH U.S. AND EUROPEAN 
PORT "AUTHORITIES" REGARDING ITS PLANS. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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2. BEGIN L.O.U. ALVARO FERNANDEZ ESCALANTE, THE 
PERMANENT SECRETARY OF NAMUCAR, TOLD AN EMBOFF THAT THE 
EXCELSIOR REPORT, WHILE SOMEWHAT SENSATIONAL, WAS 
ESSENTIALLY CORRECT. HE SAID THAT NAMUCAR IS SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDERING SERVING U.S. GULF COAST PORTS SUCH AS 

NEW ORLEANS ONCE IT ACQUIRES ITS OWN SHIPS. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT IN ADDITION TO FEELING PRESSURE FROM EMBER COUNTRIEU GEL 
NAMUCAR IS ALSO BEING PUSHED BY POTENTIAL MEMBER COUNTRIES 
SUCH AS PANAMA, COLOMBIA AND GUATEMALA, TO INITIATE DIRECT 
SERVICE CARRYING GENERAL CARGO (NOT CONTAINERS OR ROLL- 
ON/ROLL-OFF) TO THE GULF COAST. ACCORDING TO FERNANDEZ, 
NAMUCAR'S STUDIES REVEAL THAT MOST GENERAL CARGO BETWEEN 
THE GULF COAST AND THE AREA NOW SERVED BY NAMUCAR IS TRANS- 
SHIPPED AT MIAMI, ADDING TO TRANSPORTATION COSTS. 

3. FERNANDEZ ALSO CLARIFIED THAT NAMUCAR'S INTENTIONS ARE 
TO ESTABLISH CARGO ROUTES BETWESO PORTS IN THE CARIBBEAN 
BASIN AND THE U.S. GULF COAST WHERE NO SERVICE OR INFRE- 
QUENT SERVICE CURRENTLY EXISTS. THUS, HE SAID, NAMUCACD 
DOES NOT INTEND TO COMPETE WITH EXISTING SHIPPERS, BUT 
RATHER TO COMPLEMENT THEIR SERVICE. 

4. REGARDING SERVICE TO EUROPE, FERNANDEZ SAID THAT IT 
IS ALSO BEING CONSIDERED, BUT ONLY AS A LONG-TERM 
POSSIBILITY, AND NOT AT ALL DEFINITE AT THIS TIME. 

5. FERNANDEZ SAID THAT HE FOUND THE EXCELSIOR HEADLINE 

AMUSING, BUT ADDED THAT PERHAPS WHEN U.S.-CUBA TRADE 
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RELATIONS WERE RESTORED NAMUCAR, AS A SHIPPING LINE 
DOMINATED BY NEITHER SIDE, COULD SERVE AS THE "BRIDGE" 

UNITING THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

6. FINALLY, FERNANDEZ SAID THAT NAMUCAR HAD BEEN IN 
CONTACT WITH THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION REGARDING 
ITS PLANS TO SERVE THE U.S. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED. IF ANY REPORTS OF NAMUCAR 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION ARE 
AVAILABLE THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING COPIES. 

END L.O.U. 

KIT .DAY 
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